[Prevention and control of Legionella infection in the hospital environment].
An outbreak of nosocomial legionnaires' disease in a hospital of Northern Italy is described, together with the epidemiological survey and the control measures adopted. Two patients developed Legionella pneumophila (serogroup 1) pneumonia, one (immunodepressed) died. The Task Group organised by the Health Service excluded other previous nosocomial infections, and made controls on patients and personnel of at risk units (all negative). An intensive programme of environmental sampling and educational activities on personnel have been carried out. The environmental surveillance revealed that the centralised hot water distribution system of the hospital was colonised with Legionella. Shock heating and hyperchlorination of water were applied, which reduced the number of contaminated sites short term, but recolonisation took place two months later. We underline the difficulties encountered to control Legionella by active surveillance of water quality; once the system is contamined, Legionella eradication may be difficult and expensive, and cases of hospital-acquired legionnaieres' disease are likely to occur.